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There are a lot of enigmas; false starts, misleading leads, and mysteries in New York this start of the art season.  Cryptic 
and spidery hands seems to be at work in many galleries.  It’s all about the line, and very little explanation is being 
offered.  Subtexts abound and the viewer is being forced to think, but not to turn tail and run, or even worse, loudly 
proclaim their kids could have done it.  There’s an onslaught of brainy art, work that goes somewhere, then drags you 
somewhere else, and is not terribly narrative or explanatory.  If it is narrative, it isn’t straightforward and there are lots 
of flashbacks and the characters say weird stuff (to push this drama/cinematic metaphor), like a German expressionist 
play, or maybe a Mike Myers  Dieter Sprockets skit from an old Saturday Night Live.  But it’s not arbitrary, at least not 
all the time 

Polly Apfelbaum ! 
Off Colour ! 
D’Amelio Terras 
!through October 23 
!www.damelioterras.com 
 
Sequins.  The main gallery space at D’Amelio Terras is strewn with glittering patches of sequin bedecked fabric.  
Demarcated by color groupings of these irregular shapes, a sort of geography is formed, a giant deconstructed Risk 
board.  Gallery visitors have to play a sort of hop-scotch, and while there is a sort of paper cut-out familiarity to the 
forms, for most part these clouds don’t really look like anything.  There is and insistence somehow though, that these 
shapes must form something meaningful, due to their forced cohabitation in the same space, thus you wander the little 
streams and gullies of the interstitial space, trying to make sense of Apfelbaum’s puzzle. 

 
 


